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Welcome to the latest 2008 edition of the Australian Scientific Instruments (ASI) 
newsletter.  

What an exciting and busy year we have had so far. From the opening of the 
Geoscience Australia SHRIMP IIe, to Factory Acceptance Testing (FAT) on SHRIMP 
IIe’s bound for overseas and the construction of the next SHRIMP IIe well underway, 
there is much to tell. 

In July this year ASI exhibited at Goldschmidt (Vancouver), where a ground-breaking 
paper on Ordovician sea surface temperatures, based on oxygen isotopic 
measurements from the ANU SHRIMP II, was presented and subsequently 
published in Science.  

At the bi-annual SHRIMP workshop in St Petersburg in July members of the SHRIMP 
community had an enjoyable and productive meeting, while September saw ASI 
sponsor the beer at the 11th International Conference on Thermochronometry in 
Anchorage. 

ASI also sponsored the European Intensive Seminars on Petrology (Eurispet) 
Workshop on Geochemistry, held at the Australian National University (ANU) and 
involving researchers from several European countries. 

October 2008 will see ASI exhibiting at the Geological Society of America meeting in 
Houston and demonstrating remote access to the new GA/ASI SHRIMP IIe. 

The new ASI website is now live (www.asi-pl.com), listing up to date ANU SHRIMP 
publications available for download. We welcome your feedback and suggestions for 
the website and say a big thank you to Rex our 4th year engineering student for his 
work on the code. 

ASI is also very pleased to welcome the newest member of the engineering team, Dr 
Peter Laughlin. Peter has extensive experience in design and implementation of 
control systems for the mining industry and will be managing the non-SHRIMP 
instruments including the HPT, Alphachron and other technologies.  

On a final note, ASI is looking to include contributions from users about research 
conducted with, or using different applications for, ASI instruments. Please send any 
story ideas or references to relevant papers to info_1@asi-pl.com.au. 
 
See you in Houston! (Booth 319) 
 
Ed Roberts 
ASI CEO 
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