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Welcome to our second edition of oASIs, ASI’s newsletter. 

2007 has been another pleasing year for ASI. We won the ACT Chief Minister’s 
Exporters Award for small to medium business for the second year in a row and have 
completed the manufacture of two Sensitive High Resolution Ion Micro Probe’s 
(SHRIMP’s) and commenced two more.  

Next year will be one of growth for ASI with our product base expanding, sponsoring 
the bi-annual SHRIMP workshop (this year in St Petersburg) and attendance at 
Goldschmidt (Vancouver) and GSA (Houston) again. 

We have recently started testing our newest High Pressure, High Temperature Rig 
(HPT) module, the attenuation module. More information on this can be found on page 
5 of this newsletter.  

In November our SHRIMP Scientist, Ian Williams, was elected a Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of Technical Sciences and Engineering (ATSE). More information 
on Ian can be found on page 4.  

Please note that, with plenty on our plate, ASI will not be exhibiting at the American 
Geophysical Union meeting (AGU) in December this year. Professor Mervyn 
Patterson will be attending and presenting a paper on HPT research. 

We again have complimentary 2008 calendars, which feature a nuclear mass defect 
and isotope abundance table. If you would like one of these please email  
info_1@asi-pl.com.au and we will mail one out to you.  

We are looking to include contributions from our clients and stakeholders about 
research conducted with, or different applications for, ASI instruments. Please send 
any story ideas or references to relevant papers to info_1@asi-pl.com.au. 

From all of the staff at ASI, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe 
and happy festive season and a prosperous new year.  

Ed Roberts 
ASI CEO 
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ASI has been awarded the ACT Chief Minister’s Export Award in the category of small 
to medium exporters for the second year in a row.  

ASI is a world-leading manufacturer of instruments for geochemistry and 
geomechanics. The SHRIMP, ASI’s flagship product, sets the standard for 
accuracy, reliability and productivity in secondary ion microprobe instruments 
around the world. 

Ed Roberts, CEO of ASI, believes they have a justified reputation as a first-class 
manufacturer in this very competitive marketplace.   Page 1 

 
Ed Roberts receiving the Chief Ministers  

Export Award for Small to  
Medium Business  
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 “The fact that our Canberra business is exporting to all corners of the globe, including 
Korea, Brazil, Russia, Canada and America, is a major achievement,” said Ed.  

Ed believes ASI is successful because they recognise what world class researchers 
value and demand: quality instrumentation with full technical and scientific support.  

ASI has built significant scientific and manufacturing credibility with its international 
customer base because of its emphasis on testing, working directly with scientists, 
and customer support - a great feat given the physical distances from its marketplaces 
and the specialised nature of the products.  

“Being supported by the elite capabilities and research strengths of the ANU 
ensures that both the instruments and the techniques for their use are maintained 
at the cutting edge,” said Ed.  
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The Australian Academy of Technical Sciences and Engineering (ATSE) elected  
Dr Ian Williams a Fellow on 18 November, 2007.  
 
Ian was among 30 leaders in business, academia, research and government who 
were elected Fellows at the Annual General Meeting of the Academy in Perth. 
 
The ATSE is an association of professionals who are elected as Fellows of the 
Academy on the basis of their achievement in the application of science, technology 
and engineering to Australian life. 
 
Ian was elected an ATSE Fellow for his contributions to the development of SHRIMP 
technology and its geoscientific applications, as well as its successful marketing. 
 
“This award is a recognition of the outstanding efforts of many dedicated people at 
both the ANU and ASI whose blood, sweat and tears have made the SHRIMP such an 
outstanding scientific and commercial success”, said Ian.  
 
Ted Stapinski, a Director of ASI, was elected a Fellow of ATSE in 1995 for his work on 
space engineering.  
 
For more information on ATSE, please go to www.atse.org.au. 
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The CSIRO Alphachron team from the Division of Exploration and Mining won an 
internal CSIRO Strategic Excellence award for ‘the successful commercialisation of an 
innovative instrument’ – the Alphachron.  
 
These awards highlight the important role of the CSIRO in spinning-off research into 
commercial applications. It was presented at a ceremony in Canberra by the head of 
the CSIRO, Dr Geoff Garrett.  
 
ASI is pleased to be working closely with the CSIRO to maintain its product range and 
their applications at the leading edge. 

 

 

Professor Robin Batterham, 

President of ATSE and former 

Chief Scientist of Australia, 

awarding Ian Williams  

his fellowship  

 

 

 
Alison Green from ASI and Brad 
McDonald from CSIRO with the 

CSIRO Award, and an 
Alphachron under construction 
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The 17th annual Goldschmidt Conference was held in August 2007 at the University of 
Cologne in Germany.  

ASI again demonstrated the reliability and versatility of the SHRIMP IIe at this 
conference. The SHRIMP IIe with multicollector operated flawlessly via a web 
interface over the period of the conference.  
 
A mount with 400 Jack Hills zircons was loaded in the machine and conference 
attendees were invited to drive the SHRIMP for themselves. 
 
The age of the zircons was determined in real time, through Pb isotopic dating with 
common Pb correction. This method is used at the ANU to automatically survey 400 
zircons per night, to find those older than 4 billion years. Each age determination takes 
less than a minute, and the SHRIMP can be programmed to operate automatically. 
 
ASI would like to thank to the organisers of the Goldschmidt conference for their 
smooth and productive coordination, with a particular thanks to Reiner Kleinschrodt 
and Philip Kegler for their assistance in coordinating the exhibitor facilities. 
 
Congratulations to the winners of the Australasian Rock Music CDs in the business 
card draws, and to Dick Price for finding the oldest zircon at the conference, at 4.37 
billion years, and winning a SHRIMP travel pillow. 
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More than 6,000 geoscientists gathered at the Colorado Convention Center in Denver 
from 28 to 31 October 2007 for the 119th annual meeting and exposition of the 
Geological Society of America (GSA).  

ASI attended the meeting as exhibitors and conducted another successful 
demonstration of SHRIMP operation via the web.  
 
With there being almost 200 exhibitors, GSA provided an platform for ASI staff to meet 
North American customers face to face and provided an opportunity to see other 
technological advances from companies across the globe.   
 
“Attending and exhibiting at conferences is an invaluable way to get feedback on what 
users need, and how we can refine ASI’s products“ said Ed.  
 
ASI will exhibit at GSA again in 2008.   
 

 

Please email info_1@asi-pl.com.au if you 

would like a free 2008 ASI calendar which 

includes a table of isotope mass defects 

and abundances 

 

 

 
Dan Dunkley from the Japanese Institute for 

Polar Research SHRIMP Lab and  
Anna Saltynova from VSEGEI in  

St Petersburg, operating the SHRIMP IIe/MC 
at ASI's factory over the web, 

 with Ian Williams 

 

 


